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Jason Hillman and Thomas J. Scanlon to receive  
ORT America’s 2017 Jurisprudence Award 

Event Scheduled for June 29, 2017 
 
For immediate release 
 
Beachwood -- Jason Hillman, senior vice president and general counsel, Cleveland Cavaliers, 
and Thomas J. Scanlon, partner and founding member, Collins & Scanlon LLP, have been 
named the recipients of the 2017 ORT America – Northeast Ohio Jurisprudence Awards.  
 
The ORT America Jurisprudence Awards are presented annually to individuals who have 
made significant and lasting contributions to the legal profession. The awards will be presented 
on Thursday, June 29, 2017 at the Marriott Cleveland Downtown at Key Center. Event co-chairs 
are Brian M. O’Neill, Tucker Ellis, and Jill G. Okun, Porter Wright. Tribute committee co-chairs 
are Len Komoroski, Chief Executive Officer, Cleveland Cavaliers and Quicken Loans Arena and 
Richard “Dick” Rosner, Partner Emeritus, Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP.  
 
"This year’s awards recognize attorneys Jason Hillman and Thomas J. Scanlon for their legal 
skills and leadership abilities and for their long-standing commitment to the community,” 
explained ORT America Northeast Ohio president Gary Desberg. “They have risen to the 
heights of professional excellence while serving their community and their profession.  
Through their work, both gentlemen have fostered professional and community engagement 
and established themselves as role models for their peers.” 
 
The ORT America Jurisprudence Award recognizes individuals whose professional and 
personal lives have substantially improved the quality of life for their fellow citizens, created 
role models for others to emulate and have established new directions for their profession 
and their community.  Since the establishment of the award in Northeast Ohio in 1996, ORT 
has proudly honored many outstanding attorneys and jurists. 
 
For sponsorship options, tribute journal information or to make reservations, please 
contact ORT America at 216-464-3022 or visit our website, www.ortohio.org. 
 
ORT America supports a global network of schools and training programs that educates 325,000 students every day to achieve self-
sufficiency, more than any other global non-profit educational organization.  Worldwide communities are strengthened in those towns 

and cities in which ORT programs exist. The cutting edge education acquired at ORT schools, colleges and international programs 
provide marketable skills that enable students to attain successful careers, become community leaders and live with dignity. 



 

 

 
 

2017 Honoree Jason Hillman 
 
Jason Hillman, senior vice president and general counsel for the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
joined the team as Company Counsel in the fall of 2005, was promoted to General 
Counsel in the summer of 2008, added Vice President to his title in 2011, and Senior 
Vice President in 2016.  He has primary responsibility for the organization’s legal 
matters, including marketing and sponsorship, lease compliance, employment, television 
and radio, arena matters at Quicken Loans Arena as well as select basketball operations 
matters.  
 
In addition, Hillman has assumed primary responsibility for legal matters relating to the 
Cleveland Monsters, the AHL hockey team that began play at Quicken Loans Arena in 
Fall of 2007, the Canton Charge of the NBA Developmental League, and the Cleveland 
Gladiators of the Arena Football League.   
 
Prior to joining the Cavaliers, he was an attorney in the Real Estate Transactions Group 
at Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss, P.C., in Southfield, Michigan from 2001-2005,  where he 
counseled clients on all aspects of commercial real estate acquisition, development, 
leasing, sales, condominium conversions, and entity formation relative to such 
transactions.   
 
Prior to law school and continuing through his days in private practice, Hillman was a 
sportscaster on television and radio in the Detroit area, including a two-year stint with 
Detroit regional sports network PASS, where he served as network’s lead reporter of its 
nightly news magazine show “Live on Pass”, and Detroit Pistons, Red Wings and Tigers 
broadcasts.  His radio experience spanned nearly seven years, and included update 
anchor and talk-show host duties for WDFN Sports Radio 1130 (The Fan), pre-game, 
post-game and halftime hosting duties for Detroit Pistons’ radio broadcasts, Michigan 
State University football broadcasts as well as play-by-play for Detroit Shock (WNBA) 
broadcasts.  Hillman has also returned to his television roots by serving as an 
intermission host/rinkside reporter for select television broadcasts of Cleveland 
Monsters’ games. 
  
Hillman is a 1994 Cum Laude graduate of Michigan State University with a degree in 
broadcast journalism, and a 2001 Cum Laude graduate from the Wayne State University 
School of Law. He is a past co-chair of the Sports Division of the American Bar 
Association’s Forum on Entertainment and Sports Industries, and a current member of 
the Sports Lawyers Association and the State Bars of Michigan and Ohio. He is a past 
member of the Board of Trustees of the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association and the 
Centers for Families and Children, and currently serves on the Board of Directors of 
University Hospitals’ Partnership for Families. Hillman resides in Solon, Ohio with his wife 
Meredith, and daughters Caitlin, Morgan and Devin. 
 

 



 

 

2017 Honoree Thomas J. Scanlon 

Thomas J. Scanlon is one of the founding members of his firm, Collins & Scanlon LLP. 
His primary practice areas include business law, real estate law, condominium law, 
taxation, probate, estate planning, trials and appeals law. 

He serves as a bar examiner for the State of Ohio, appointed by the Ohio Supreme Court 
and was appointed by the U.S. District Court, Northern District to the original Federal 
Court Panel Alternative Dispute Resolution. He is a member of the Cleveland, Ohio State 
and American Bar Associations, serving as a member of sections on real property and 
probate and taxation, real property, probate and trust law, respectively, and has been a 
presenter for continuing legal programs sponsored by the American and Cleveland Bar 
Associations. He is a member of the national panel on commercial and construction law 
of the American Arbitration Association. He is a former Special Assistant to Ohio 
Attorney General, 1991 - 1995; member of the Dispute Resolution and Professional 
Ethics Committee, Cleveland Bar Association; member, U.S. District Court Mediation 
Panel; member, College, Ohio State Bar Association; Life Member, Judicial Conference, 
Eighth Judicial District; delegate, Judicial Conference, Sixth Judicial District; member, 
Merit Selection Panel, U.S. District Court, Northern District of Ohio; member and 
Trustee, National Association of Industrial and Office Properties, Northern Ohio Chapter; 
Trustee, former Chairman and former National Trustee, former member of Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society, Northern Ohio Chapter; Trustee and former Chairman, West Side 
Ecumenical Ministry; Trustee, Greater Cleveland Sports Commission; and Trustee, Irish-
American Foundation. 

He was admitted to the Ohio Bar, 1963; the U.S. District Court, the Northern District of 
Ohio, 1964; U.S. Tax Court, 1975; U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, 1976; U.S. 
Claims Court, 1978; and the U.S. Supreme Court, 1987. 

He is a graduate of John Carroll University and the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
(J.D., cum laude, 1963) where he was on the board of editors of the Cleveland-Marshall 
Law Review. He has served on the Cleveland-Marshall Alumni Association's Board of 
Trustees and as president of the school's alumni association. 

Scanlon has been honored by many organizations for his engagement and leadership, 
including the Irish American Archives Society, recipient of Walks of Life Award, 2004; 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law Alumni Association, Alumnus of the Year, 2007; Pillar 
Award for Philanthropic Activities and Support, 2009; and Cleveland International Hall of 
Fame, 2014. 
 
Other select civic leadership positions have included: Former Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and Board Member, Cleveland Pops Orchestra; trustee and secretary, 
Collaborative to End Human Trafficking; and member of University Hospitals of 
Cleveland Leadership Council. 
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